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Swelling Treatment as ''Only Eliminating Half of the Pathogenic Factors'
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Abstract: " Treatment only to eliminate half of the pathogenic factors" stems from Huang Di Net Jing ,which was originally used for
the treatment of accumulation. It means that " large accumulation needs to be attacked with poisonous drugs but it should be
stopped as half of that disappears" . The purpose of this kind of treatment is to prevent Zheng Qi injury. This method is mostly used
for complex syndromes or when severe drugs are used. With the proper degree of conversion of attack and supplement, the purpose
of attacking the real evil and protecting the Zheng Qi is to be achieved. If there are mixed cold and heat in human body, the treat—
ment method of pure warming or cooling is cannot function well, so the mixed method should be used. Likewise , when treating with
nourishing and attacking method , drugs should be used with great caution, since weak human body cannot stand great amount of
these drugs. Swelling and accumulation have similarities in etiology, pathogenesis, and treatment methods. The application of the
theory of "treatment only to eliminate half of the pathogenic factors" to guide the treatment of swelling embodies the idea of trea—
ting different diseases with the same method in traditional Chinese medicine.
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